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What if we taught kids 
how to think, not what 

to think?

Logline



What if as well as teaching students what to think, we also taught them how to 
think? This simple but profound idea is the foundation for RE:THINKING, the 
new educational documentary that inspires us to rethink schools. It gives insight 
to policy makers, school administrators, parents, and the public. It offers hope 
to those seeking more from the current educational system.

RE:THINKING is a film that shows rather than tells. It captures the voices of 
students, teachers, administrators and researchers and shows what can 
happen when they are all on the same page. This is not a film that rests on 
educational platitudes, either. RE:THINKING dives deeply into the research and 
practice of what it looks like when students are asked to think and what it 
means to teach thinking skills in the classroom. Following the work of Drs. 
Derek and Laura Cabrera of Cornell University, RE:THINKING follows four 
school districts over the course of three years as they successfully meet public 
education requirements, while embracing a culture that emphasized thinking 
over memorization and valued the individual child not as an empty vessel to be 
filled but as an adult-in-training. 

Dr. Laura Cabrera explains, “When children understand how they think, any 
idea is possible and any goal achievable.” RE:THINKING shows us that the key 
to learning—as well as a just democracy—isn’t for students to be docile 
consumers of information but active builders of knowledge. Better thinkers in 
turn are more creative, more competent, and eager to solve problems and 
contribute to democratic society. Producer and Director, Deborah C. Hoard, 
explains, “There is no better place than education, to use the power of film to 
bring about social change.”

Synopsis



RE:THINKING is a movie that 
documents a movement to inspire 

all of us to rethink education in 
America. 

RE:THINKING is a call to action…

"Consider the conversation started."
~ Mark Walsh, Ed Week

Purpose

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/education_and_the_media/2017/10/documentary_examines_schools_that_emphasize_critical_thinking.html


If you want to:
● Explicitly teach thinking skills and develop systems thinkers 

who have both deep analytical skills and emotional 
intelligence;

● Embed thinking in the curriculum, not as a separate course, 
but so that students use thinking to learn subject area 
content;

● Formally and informally measure and assess thinking; or
● Use the tools and technologies that exist for teaching and 

assessing thinking and metacognition.

Then:
● Plan a screening of RE:Thinking in your community, school, 

or organization. Contact Director Deborah Hoard at 
PhotoSynthesis Productions at deborah@pspny.com or 
online at www.rethinkingmovie.com;

● Access the many free resources and learn more about the 
applied research and benefits demonstrated in RE:Thinking, 
based on the work of Drs. Derek and Laura Cabrera of 
Cornell University. Contact Laura at lac19@cornell.edu;

● Keep the conversation going! Share 
www.rethinkingmovie.com and inspire change in American 
education.  @REThinkingMovie

I’m inspired!  
What can I do next?

mailto:deborah@pspny.com
mailto:lac19@cornell.edu


● This movie tells the story of schools where students learned how to build 
knowledge, instead of being taught to memorize information. What happens 
when you empower students to teach themselves?

● We want to put thinking back into our schools: the future of our society 
depends on the creativity and competence of the young people in our public 
schools. 

● Bringing thinking skills into the classroom doesn't require new technologies 
or tests, but rather an awareness of how we construct meaning from 
information. 

● When students of any age learn about how they think, they are able to think 
in more accurate, creative and systemic ways.

● RE:THINKING is a hopeful documentary that demonstrates how the teaching 
of thinking skills is eminently possible today--and entirely necessary for an 
increasingly complex future. 

● Being “good at school” today means knowing how to play the game of 
school. We think being good at school should mean asking questions instead 
of memorizing answers, following through with a thought until you’ve 
exhausted all possibilities, building new knowledge instead of merely 
consuming information.

● There are no shortages of smart people identifying the growing gap between 
what education has been and what it needs to be for the 21st century.  But 
beyond the heart-felt hand-wringing, few observers or critics have concrete, 
scientifically-based approaches to doing something to evolve from the status 
quo.  RE:THINKING illuminates a constructive way forward that doesn’t 
demand more testing, more money, or adding simply more demands on 
already stretched education providers.  

● When we talk about the “education system” we are begging for a systems 
thinking approach.  What Drs. Cabrera have revealed is that the same 
approach needed for “systems thinking” as a diagnostic tool is the same 
approach that can practically help teachers to empower their students with 
that same approach.  What is this approach? Its called DSRP, a structured 
approach to metacognition.   RE:THINKING documents the impact of DSRP 
systems thinking and metacognition in three public schools, where 
administrators, teachers and students are working together systemically to 
achieve quantifiable gains across the range of educational objectives.

Talking Points



● The most up to date reviews and praise for the film can be found 
here: https://www.rethinkingmovie.com/

Reviews & Praise

● Descriptions of the schools visited in the film and the people 
interviewed can be found here: 
https://www.rethinkingmovie.com/media

Featured Voices & Schools

https://www.rethinkingmovie.com/
https://www.rethinkingmovie.com/media


● “If we can give students the gift of knowing how they come to know 
things, it makes knowing anything possible.  It makes massive, 
innovative, audacious goals that can change everything possible.”     –  
Laura Cabrera

● “You can’t predict where life’s journey will take your child, but if you 
teach them to think, they will thrive.” – Laura Cabrera

● “If you change the way you look at things, the things you look at 
change.” – Derek Cabrera

● “We've taken a cadre of teachers that deal with some of our toughest 
kids, train them in this method, and watched some very dramatic 
results with the students as well as really dramatic results in the 
professional behavior of our teachers.” – Jerry Christy

● “The results that we got far exceeded our expectations, not only from 
the perspective of achievement. Across three to five months, we saw 
a 74% jump in achievement. Because of the population of students 
that we were working with, we also saw a 58% reduction in behavior 
issues.” – Cori Cotner

● “We just got our test scores back. There were very clear distinctions 
between teachers who have embraced thinking skills and 
metacognition and then classrooms that haven't. It's like that piece 
that we were hoping for because we can see it. It's observable in so 
many other ways, but now it's measurable.” – Tara Rossi

Notable Quotes from Movie



● “Metacognition can be reduced to four fundamental patterns of 
mind. Awareness of these patterns of thought, will transform learners 
and learning.” (Cabrera, 2006)

● Increasing metacognition early in life can actually build a stronger 
brain with more gray matter. (Weil & Rees, 2010)

● Insights into our own thoughts, or metacognition, is key to high 
achievement in all domains” (Scientific American Mind, Fleming, 
2014)   

● “Learning to see things from various points of view is an important 
skill. It enhances the intellect by pushing us to challenge our 
assumptions and builds social skills by encouraging emotional 
intelligence, empathy, and compassion.” (Cabrera, Scientific 
American Mind, 2006)

● The most comprehensive analysis on emotional intelligence 
concluded: “Cognitive ability is the capacity to learn. The higher your 
cognitive ability, the easier it is for you to develop emotional 
intelligence when you need it.” (Joseph and Newman, 2010)

● Reflection. Metacognition. Learning to learn. Whatever language or 
lineage, the idea of making students more self-aware and 
purposeful—more intentional—about their studies is a powerful one 
and it is key to fostering integrative learning. Assisting students to 
develop such capacities poses important challenges for campus 
reforms around teaching and learning. (Huber and Hutchings, 2004)

Relevant Research Snippets



When we say thinking, we mean 
all of these types of thinking



● Trailer: https://vimeo.com/162854893
● Screener for press: Press please contact 

deborah@pspny.com
● A Little Film About a Big Idea -- award-winning 

12-minute film produced by PSP about systems 
thinking.  https://vimeo.com/103274606

● Three short teasers we put together for our 
Kickstarter campaign for the film (where we raised 
over $30,000):

○ https://vimeo.com/232715481
○ https://vimeo.com/232691689
○ https://vimeo.com/232687091

● Count Me In Music Video - Produced by PSP, words 
by Derek Cabrera and Dynamic Inkline 
https://vimeo.com/137628488

● Count Me In Spoken Word - Produced by PSP, words 
by Derek Cabrera https://vimeo.com/193778898

● Systems Thinking Made Simple: New Hope for Solving 
Wicked Problems. A book by the Cabreras detailing 
the training in the movie that Additional background 
won the 2017 AECT Outstanding Book Award 

Video and Other Resources

https://vimeo.com/162854893
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https://vimeo.com/193778898

